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PREFACE

The study on “Viable Entrepreneurial Trades for Women in Agriculture — A study in
Assam” has been undertaken at the instance of ICAR, Ministry of Agriculture, Government of
[ndia. The study has been conducted as per guide line provided by the Co-ordinating Centre IEG,
Delhi.

The present study has been conducted to examine the economic viability of agriculture
based enterprises operated by women in Assam. The study is conducted in Jorhat and Golaghat
districts of Assam to assess the economic viability of 3 (three) most popular women enterprises
i.e. livestock farming, bee-keeping and fruits and vegetables processing enterprises.

The part1c1pat10n of women in income generating activities expected to increase their
family income along with bringing economic independence and helping them in effective
participation in household decision making process. The impact on households income in the
sample women entrepreneurs 1s found to be highest for the livestock entrepreneurs (22.68 per
cent) followed by bee keeping entrepreneurs (14.74 per cent) and then fruits and vegetables
processing entrepreneurs (9.47 per cent). The empowerment enjoyed by the women
entrepreneurs in household decision-making are 58.33 per cent, 45.83 per cent and 40.00 per
cent for the bee keeping enterprise, fruits and vegetables processing enterprise and livestock
enterprise respectively. The development of self confidence of the sample women entrepreneurs
is observed to be highest in bee keeping entrepreneurs (66.67 per cent) followed by livestock
entrepreneurs (61.11 per cent) and then fruits and vegetables processing entrepreneurs (25.00 per
cent). Development of marketing skill in bee-keeping entrepreneurs is found to be 61.11 per
cent, livestock entrepreneurs at 34.44 per cent and in fruits and vegetables processing
entrepreneurs at 25.00 per cent.

The findings of the livestock enterprlse showed that annual average net profits is

Rs.3, 660.00 per farm for the trained women entrepreneurs and Rs.1, 285.00 per farm for the non

_ trained women entrepreneurs. The overall Benefit Cost Ratio (BCR) in the livestock







